
CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
TITLE 4. BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 4. CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
ARTICLE 6. ENTRIES AND DECLARATIONS 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF RULE 1634, CLAIMING OPTION ENTRY 
 
1634. Claiming Option Entry. 
 
(a) At the time of entry into a claiming race, the owner may opt to declare a horse ineligible 
to be claimed, provided: 
 
(1) The horse has been laid off and has not started for a minimum of 180120 days since 
its last race, and 
 
(2) The horse is entered for a claiming price equal to or greater than the price at which it 
last started. 
 
(b) Failure to declare the horse ineligible at the time of entry may not be remedied. 
 
(c) Ineligibility shall apply only to the first start following each such layoff. 
 
(d) Ineligibility may apply to a second consecutive start following each such layoff, 
provided: 
 
(1) The horse was declared ineligible in the first start following the layoff; 
 
(2) The horse did not win in its first start following the layoff; 
 
(3) The horse did not change majority ownership after its first start following the layoff; 
and 
 
(4) The provision in subsection (a)(2) still applies. 
 
Authority: Sections 19420 and 19440,  
 Business and Professions Code. 
 
Reference: Sections 19408.2 and 19562,  
 Business and Professions Code. 
  



CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
TITLE 4. BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 4. CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
ARTICLE 7. CLAIMING RACES 

PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF RULE 1656, ERRORS WHICH INVALIDATE CLAIM 
 
1656. Errors WhichThat Invalidate Claim. 
 
A claim is invalid if the name of the horse to be claimed is erroneously spelled or not 
specified on the claim form, CHRB-11 (REV. 8/14Rev. 7/24) Agreement to Claim, which 
is hereby incorporated by reference; or if the claim form is not signed by an owner 
authorized to claim or a member of a racing interest authorized to claim or their properly 
registered authorized agent; or is not accompanied by a certification from the paymaster 
of purses that the amount of the claim and all applicable taxes is on deposit with the 
association or such paymaster of purses; or is deposited at a place other than that 
provided by the association; or is not deposited within the correct time; or does not specify 
the racing interest making the claim; or does not correctly specify the name of the new 
trainer, the claiming race number, or the date of the claiming race; or is otherwise so 
defective in any particular that the stewards cannot approve its validity; or fails to specify 
the designated claiming price. 
 
Authority: Sections 19420, 19440 and 19562,  
 Business and Professions Code. 
 
Reference: Sections 19408.2 and 19562,  
 Business and Professions Code. 
  



CALIFORNIA CODE OF REGULATIONS 
TITLE 4. BUSINESS REGULATIONS 

DIVISION 4. CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
ARTICLE 7. CLAIMING RACES 
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF 

RULE 1658, VESTING OF TITLE TO CLAIMED HORSE 
 
1658. Vesting of Title to Claimed Horse. 
 
(a) Title to a horse whichthat is claimed shall be vested in the successful claimant from 
the time the field has been dispatched from the starting gate and the horse becomes a 
starter; and said successful claimant becomes the owner of the horse unless voided by 
the stewards under the provisions of this article. Only a horse whichthat is officially a 
starter in the race may be claimed. A subsequent disqualification of the horse by order of 
the stewards or the Board shall have no effect upon the claim. 
 
(b) The stewards shall void the claim and return the horse to the original owner if: 
 
(1) The horse suffers a fatality during the running of the race or dies or is euthanized 
before leaving the track, or 
 
(2) The racing or official veterinarian determines the horse will be placed on the 
Veterinarian's List as bled, unsound, or lame before the horse is released to the 
successful claimant. 
 
(A) “Bled,” also referred to as “epistaxis,” is defined as the racing or official veterinarian 
observing a horse bleeding from one or both nostrils during or after the race, and 
determining that such bleeding is a direct result of exercise inducedexercise-induced 
pulmonary hemorrhage. 
 
(c) The stewards shall not void the claim if, prior to the race in which the horse is claimed, 
the claimant elects to claim the horse regardless of whether the racing or official 
veterinarian determines the horse will be placed on the Veterinarian's List as bled, 
unsound, or lame. 
 
(1) An election made under subsection (c) of this rule shall be entered on the form CHRB-
11 (Rev. 8/147/24) Agreement to Claim, in accordance with section 1656 of this article. 
 
(d) The claim shall be void if the race is called off, canceled, or declared no contest in 
accordance with Rule 1544 of this division. 
 
Authority: Sections 19420 and 19440,  
 Business and Professions Code. 
 
Reference: Section 19562,  
 Business and Professions Code. 



STATE OF CALIFORNIA        DATE_____/_____/_____ 
CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
CHRB-11 (REV. 8/14Rev. 7/24)    NEW TRAINER _____________________________ 
         PRINT NAME OF NEW TRAINER 

AGREEMENT TO CLAIM 
 
A claim is hereby made for the horse ___________________________________________________ from the ________________ 
     PRINT CORRECT NAME OF HORSE                                     RACE NUMBER 
race on _____________ at this meeting in accordance with the Rules and Regulations of the California Horse Racing Board. 
             DATE OF RACE 
I certify that this claim is made for _________________________________________________________ , that the claiming price of 
    PRINT NAME(S) OF RACING INTEREST MAKING CLAIM 
$    ,    . 00 plus all applicable taxes is on deposit with the Paymaster of Purses, and that my/our 

account is to be charged such amount upon the vesting of title to such claimed horse to me/us. I further certify my/our eligibility to 
claim is by reason of: ☐ Licensed Horse Owner ☐ Open Claim Certificate on file 
 

I elect to claim this horse regardless of whether the racing or official veterinarian determines the horse will be 
placed on the Veterinarian’s List as bled/epistaxis, unsound, or lame. ☐ Yes 

 
________________________________________________  ________________________________________________ 
  SIGNATURE OF AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR CLAIMANT 
 
________________________________________________  ________________________________________________ 
 PRINT NAME OF AUTHORIZED AGENT FOR CLAIMANT         SIGNATURE OR SIGNATURES OF CLAIMANT(S) 
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