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RACE DATES 

COMMITTEE MEETING 
 
 
Of the California Horse Racing Board will be held on Wednesday, August 16, commencing 
at 11:30 a.m. at the Del Mar Hilton, 15575 Jimmy Durante Blvd, Del Mar, California. The 
audio portion only of the Race Dates Committee meeting will be available online through a link 
at the CHRB website (www.chrb.ca.gov) under “Webcasts”. 
 
The agenda for the committee meeting will consist of the following matters: 
 

AGENDA 
Agenda Items  

 
1. Discussion regarding the allocation of 2024 race dates for Southern California.  

 
2. Discussion regarding the allocation of 2024 race dates for Northern California.  

 
3. Public Comment: Communications, reports, requests for future actions of the Board. 

Note: During the public comment period, a total of thirty minutes will be allowed for public 
comments.  After thirty minutes, no further comments will be accepted.  Each person will 
be limited to two minutes. 

 
4. Adjournment. 

 
Additional information regarding this meeting may be obtained from the CHRB Administrative 
Office, 1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300, Sacramento, CA 95825; telephone (916) 263-6000; fax 
(916) 263-6042.  This notice is located on the CHRB website at www.chrb.ca.gov. *Information 
for requesting disability related accommodation for persons with a disability who require aid or 
services in order to participate in this public meeting, should contact information@chrb.ca.gov. 
Requests will be swiftly resolved by CHRB staff.   
 

 
 

RACE DATES COMMITTEE 
Oscar Gonzales, Chairman 
Wendy Mitchell, Member 

Damascus Castellanos, Member 
Scott Chaney, Executive Director 

Cynthia Alameda, Assistant Executive Director 
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Agenda Item 1 

Scott: 

In connection with allocation of 2024 Racing Dates, Los Alamitos requests allocation to its facility of 8 
weeks of live racing--3 weeks for the Los Angeles County Fair and 5 weeks of Thoroughbred racing--plus 
one week of simulcast-only. There were dual requests for the same simulcast- only week in 2023. As 
you will recall, both Del Mar and Los Al had requested the allocation of the same simulcast-only 
week. Del Mar maintained that it needed the funds generated from that week to support its highly 
successful Ship and Win Program. Los Al submitted indisputable evidence (Del Mar's own financial 
records) that the Ship and Win Program operated on a profitable basis and was not in need of being 
subsidized. It was indicated that the simulcast-only week would be awarded to Los Al in 2024--split vote 6 
to 1. Copy of pertinent part of Transcript of 2023 CHRB Meeting attached. As stated in the past, Los Al 
will apply both the commissions and purse funds generated during the simulcast-only week to purses. 

Notwithstanding Los Al realizing the weeks allocated to it are just one or three pieces of a puzzle 
representing year-around racing in Southern California: Los Al believes an allocation to it based on the 
following would be in the best interest of the 2024 Southern California Racing Calendar: 

1. Three weeks in December--would complement and enhance the concurrent Quarter Horse Meet. 

2. A two or three week meet after the Santa Anita Derby (Santa Anita would commence racing again one 
week prior to the Kentucky Derby and thereby be the host for the Triple Crown). In the past, Santa Anita 
has voluntarily not conducted racing during this period of time. It is difficult for a track to conduct 
uninterrupted racing for 6 months. Los Al does not believe that the racing conducted at Los Al competes 
with that at Santa Anita. Note that Santa Anita's horse population is likely evenly divided between dirt and 
grass horses and Los Al does not have a turf course. Also, if a number of horses did ship from the North 
as a result of the closing of GGF, they would most likely take advantage of the opportunity then to run at 
Los Al. In fact, the opportunity to compete at Los Al in March might constitute a further enticement for 
horses to ship from the North to the South. 

3. Two or three weeks after Del Mar's Summer Meet. 

The allocation of 2024 racing dates is more complicated than usual by the announced closing of GGF. At 
this time, it is unknown whether the historic Northern California racing dates of GGF will be replaced to 
some extent by a talked of but yet unidentified entity. There is further talk that there would be major 
"breaks" within these replacement dates. If these replacement dates with proposed "breaks' materialize, it 
would be in the best interest of Nothern California Stakeholders and Los Alamitos for the talked of 
"breaks" and the operation of Los Alamitos Thoroughbred Meets to be concurrent. History demonstrates 
that such an allocation would be beneficial. In December 2020, GGF was closed because of COVID and 
more than 200 horses at GGF shipped to Los Alamitos to run in its then operating Thoroughbred Meet. 
These horses were shipped even though they could not be accompanied by their trainers and caregivers. 

If there are any questions re Los Al's request for 2024 Racing Dates, do not hesitate to call. Jack 























                                   

 

      

       
  

        
 

      
        

       
 

     
        

 

   
       

       
 

    
     

     
    

    
  

  
      

     

        
    

    

    
   

    
   

      
  

        
  

   
     

      
 

     

     
      

 

   
      

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE      December 20, 2020 

Contact: Los Alamitos Publicity 714-820-2690 

LARGE FIELDS, BIG PAYOFFS & COOPERATION FROM MANY HIGHLIGHT LACF WINTER MEET 

CYPRESS, Calif. –Large fields, a record Pick Six pool and payoff, a fourth consecutive sweep of 
the Grade I Starlet and Grade II Los Alamitos Futurity for Hall of Fame trainer Bob Baffert were among 
the highlights of the 11-day Los Angeles County Fair Winter Thoroughbred meet, which concluded 
Sunday. 

Buoyed by an influx of more than 200 horses from Northern California – due to the current 
suspension of racing at Golden Gate Fields – the average field size for the season was nearly nine 
runners per race, compared to 6.97 for the 2019 Winter meet. There were 854 participants in 98 races 
during the season. 

This led to a sizable boost in terms of business. The average daily handle on races run at Los 
Alamitos was up 36% over 2019 and average daily handle increased 20% on a comparable basis to last 
year’s Winter season. 

“This meet was an unprecedented one,’’ said F. Jack Liebau, vice president of the Los Alamitos 
Racing Association. “In the midst of a surge in Covid-19 cases in California and elsewhere, racing was 
conducted safely thanks to the excellent compliance by all participants with the preventative measures 
in place. 

“As a result of the Covid-19 outbreak at Golden Gate Fields, trainers and caregivers were not 
permitted to accompany their horses to Southern California. Los Alamitos management and the 
connections of those horses from Northern California are indebted to the local trainers who stepped up 
and assumed the training and care of those thoroughbreds. 

“Without their help, the meet would not have been as successful and the owners of the shippers 
from Northern California wouldn’t have had the opportunity to race. 

“The Southern California Off-site Stabling and Vanning Fund also helped mitigate this situation 
by covering the costs of transporting horses from Golden Gate to Southern California. The efforts of 
many contributed to how well things went during these three weeks.’’ 

A five-day Pick Six carryover led to a record total Pick Six pool – and payoff – Dec. 18. Chasing a 
carryover that had swelled to $423,178, bettors wagered $1,809,485 for a total pool of $2,232,663. The 
previous record of $1,558,329 was set Dec. 17, 2016. 

There were six perfect tickets two days ago and each was worth $228,816, bettering the 
previous best of $110,732 Dec. 12, 2014. 

Baffert’s latest successes in the Starlet and Los Alamitos Futurity were provided by, respectively, 
17-1 shot Varda and 19-10 second choice Spielberg. The nose victory by Spielberg over 33-1 shot The 
Great One was Baffert’s seventh in a row in the Futurity and his 13th overall. He won it six times at 
Hollywood Park between 1997-2013. 

The meet’s other graded stakes – the Grade III, $100,000 Bayakoa – was captured by Proud 
Emma for trainer Peter Miller and owners Gem Inc. and Tom Kagele. 

The two other stakes were for 2-year-olds bred or sired in California. Sensible Cat won the 
$100,000 Soviet Problem for Irvin Racing Stable and trainer Carla Gaines while 13-1 shot Play Chicken 
won the $100,000 King Glorious for owner-breeder J. Paul Reddam’s Reddam Racing LLC and trainer 
Doug O’Neill. 

Baffert, O’Neill and Jonathan Wong shared the training title with five victories. 

Baffert had the most wins (nine) for the year at Los Alamitos, combining the Winter meet with 
the Summer Thoroughbred Festival (June 27-July 5). O’Neill was second with eight and Steve Miyadi 
third with seven. 

A closing day triple enabled Abel Cedillo to win the jockey title. He finished with 13 victories, 
one more than Juan Hernandez and two more than apprentice Jessica Pyfer. 



    
   

      
       

  

                                                                     

For the year at Los Alamitos, Hernandez finished with 16 wins, one more than Cedillo. Edwin 
Maldonado was third with 13. 

Daytime thoroughbred racing will return to Los Alamitos in 2021. The first of three meets is 
scheduled to begin Thursday, June 24 and continue through Sunday, July 4, followed by the Los Angeles 
County Fair season (Sept. 10-26) and the Winter meet (Dec. 2-12). 

-30-



WINNING POST POSITIONS 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 
10 

Los Alamitos Race Course 
(11/01/2020 Through 12/21/2020) 

MAIN TURF 
Sprints Routes Sprints Routes 

(Under 1 Mile) (1 Mile & Over) (Under 1 Mile) (1 Mile & Over) 
10-69 (.14) 0-29 (.00)
6-69 (.09) 2-29 (.07)
7-69 (.10) 2-29 (.07)
7-69 (.10) 7-29 (.24)
6-69 (.09) 4-29 (.14)

10-69 (.14) 5-27 (.19)
7-66 (.11) 2-24 (.08)

10-56 (.18) 0-20 (.00)
3-43 (.07) 5-20 (.25)
3-26 (.12) 2-13 (.15) 





2024 
January February 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 

May June 
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 1 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

26 27 28 29 30 31 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 

September October 

 

S M T W T F S S M 

11 12 13 14 6 7 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 13 14 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 

29 30 27 28 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 

T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 

8 9 10 11 12 

15 16 17 18 19 

22 23 24 25 26 

29 30 31 

Del Mar 2024 Race Dates Request 
Summer (9 Weeks): July 10 - September 10 

Fall (5 Weeks): October 30 - December 3 

March April 
S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30 

31 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30 31 

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S 

4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30 31 

July August 

November December 

1 2 31 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 



 
  

   

 
   

 
    

 
    

    
     

   
 

          
 

    
 

                  
                  

                 
             

 
                    

                    
                     

                    
       

 
            

 
                  

                 
                

          
 

                    
                  

               
                   

          
 

                
                   

                 
             

                
          

Josh Rubinstein 
President & COO 

July 18, 2023 

Sent via e-mail: cschaney@chrb.ca.gov 

Scott Chaney, Executive Director 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Re: DMTC Dates Request for 2024 Racing Calendar 

Dear Executive Director Chaney: 

We write to address the Del Mar Thoroughbred Club’s (“DMTC”) requests for the 2024 racing calendar. We 
appreciate the California Horse Racing Board (“CHRB”) addressing this issue early in 2023. Because doing so will 
benefit owners and trainers in planning where to race their horses and will help determine DMTC’s continued 
investments in purse enhancements, horse recruitment efforts and new programs benefiting backstretch workers. 

DMTC requests the same nine (9) week allotment for our 2024 summer meet that the CHRB has allocated to Del 
Mar over each of the last four years, 2020 through 2023. In 2024, DMTC’s requested nine (9) week summer 
season is July 10 through September 10. As was the case in 2021 through 2023, Del Mar requests to operate 31-
days of racing over eight (8) weeks from July 19 through September 8, with a simulcast-only week prior to the 
start of our summer season. 

A few points regarding the results of DMTC’s nine-week summer race meet: 

 Del Mar is the only racetrack in California that traditionally operates a four-day race week (the state’s 
other tracks generally run three-days per week). Our additional day of racing each week provides more 
racing opportunities and more purse money for industry stakeholders as well as additional work days (i.e., 
days for employees to qualify for health and welfare benefits). 

 In addition to offering the state’s highest purses, DMTC has invested over $1 million in each of the last 
two years in horse recruitment efforts to attract out-of-state runners to California. In 2021 and 2022, our 
recruitment initiatives, which are highlighted by the popular Ship & Win program, have generated 1,917 
starts at California racetracks (1,124 starts at Del Mar and 793 starts at Santa Anita and Los Alamitos) and 
the majority of these horses have remained in the state. 

 Our investment in horse recruitment contributed to our best-ever summer meet in 2022 which produced 
an average field size of 9.1 runners per race and average daily all-sources handle of $18.7 million, both of 
which are records in California. In addition to offering the state’s largest daily average purses, DMTC’s 
record wagering levels provide valuable funding contributions to industry programs such as workers’ 
compensation, stabling & vanning and others, and those numbers lead all the other racing associations in 
California. Please see the attached document for further details. 

mailto:cschaney@chrb.ca.gov


 
                 

                
              

           
                 

                 
                   

                 
                

          
 

                   
                    

    
 

        
 

                 
                    

  
 

                  
     

 
                   

                  
   

 
                  

                  
                   

     
 

                
                  

                  
                    
                 

 
                  

    
 

 
 
 

  
   

 DMTC values and respects our backstretch workers. This community works tirelessly to care for our 
horses, and without them there would be no industry. California stakeholders have been instrumental in 
creating and funding programs to benefit backstretch workers. Entities such as the California 
Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Foundation (healthcare services) [CTHF] and the Edwin Gregson Foundation 
(college scholarships) are just two examples of these efforts. For our upcoming summer meet, DMTC is 
proud to partner with the CTHF and implement a new program to assist the backstretch community by 
providing each worker a nutritious meal each day of racing at no cost to them. Our nine-week summer 
race meet has allowed DMTC to make this significant expenditure to this new program, which is an 
important investment in the well-being of our backstretch community and a statement on our part that 
their welfare continues to be a top priority for us. 

DMTC further requests a five (5) week allotment from October 30 through December 3 for our 2024 fall race 
meet. Del Mar requests to operate seventeen (17) days of racing from October 31 through December 1 for our 
fall season. 

A few points regarding DMTC’s fall race meet: 

 Del Mar was recently awarded the 2024 Breeders’ Cup World Championships, which will be held on 
November 1 and 2, 2024. This represents the third time DMTC will host the Breeders’ Cup over the last 
eight years. 

 Since DMTC’s inaugural fall season in 2014, the CHRB has allocated Del Mar either a four-week or five-
week race meet each year. 

 DMTC has proudly offered the Autumn Turf Festival each year since we began operating our fall meet in 
2014. Originally created by Hollywood Park, the Turf Festival is a collection of Graded stakes races run 
over Thanksgiving weekend. 

 In 2024, Del Mar’s Turf Festival is projected to offer seven (7) Graded stakes races over Thanksgiving 
weekend. Due to the dates of preceding stakes races from across the country and the handle generated 
over Thanksgiving weekend, it is critical that the fifth and final weekend of Del Mar’s 2024 fall meet is 
November 29 through December 1. 

Our commitment to investing in our racing program, the welfare of our backstretch community and other 
initiatives have resulted in Del Mar becoming one of the industry’s most successful and safest race meets, not 
only in California but throughout the entire nation. As noted above, DMTC is prepared to make continued 
investments to ensure the health of racing at Del Mar as well as throughout California. We also value our 
relationship with the CHRB and appreciate your consideration of our requests for 2024 race dates. 

We look forward to further discussion with the CHRB and industry stakeholders and are available to address any 
questions you may have. 

Respectfully, 

Josh Rubinstein, 
President and COO 



2024 Southern California Race Dates 

Wks 
December 2023 

Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 2 

SA - December 20, 2023 through June 18, 2024 
SA - September 25 through October 29, 2024 
SA - Meet Starts December 18, 2023 

Santa Anita 31 
Del Mar 0 
Los Al 0 
LACF@Los Al 0 

31 

January 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

4 

February 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 

4 

March 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
31 5 

April 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 

4 

May 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 
5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 
26 27 28 29 30 31 

4 

June 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 
2 3 4 5 6 7 8 
9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 
23 24 25 26 27 28 29 
30 3 

July 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 
7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 
28 29 30 31 

August 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 
4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 
18 19 20 21 22 23 24 
25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

September 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 

1 

October 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 
6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 
20 21 22 23 24 25 26 
27 28 29 30 31 

4 

November 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

December 
Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
29 30 31 



 

285 W. HUNTINGTON DR., ARCADIA, CA 91007  (626) 574-6620  
PRESIDENT & CEO: BILL NADER   

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR: JORDYN EGAN  
DIRECTOR OF RESEARCH & ANALYTICS: JOE HASSON  
NORCAL DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS: WAYNE ATWELL  

SOCAL DIRECTOR OF OPERATIONS & MEMBER SERVICES: ELSA PERON  

Sent via email: cschaney@chrb.ca.gov 
 
August 3, 2023 
 
Scott Chaney 
Executive Director 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Way, Suite 300 
Sacramento, CA 95825 
 
Re: 2024 Allocation of Race Dates 
 
Dear Executive Director Chaney, 
 
I am writing to express my views on behalf of the TOC with respect to the allocation of 2024 race dates. 
With the dark cloud of uncertainty that was recently cast over the northern part of California, specifically the 
announced closing of Golden Gate Fields, we believe it would be in the best interest of all parties to provide clarity 
and clear direction regarding the core race dates for southern California. We believe this is within the scope of 
something I would classify as manageable and predictable based on past practice. It would also provide assurances 
to those that work within our industry and racing fans across the country as well as around the globe as 2024 is a 
Breeders’ Cup year for the State of California. 
 
Del Mar Thoroughbred Club shared its CHRB submission for 2024 race dates with the TOC for the summer and 
fall and we support their application. The summer meet is the flagship meet of California horse racing, offering the 
highest level of purses and excellent field sizes to protect our collective California brand and showcase top quality 
content to a national audience of racing fans. The approval of these dates at the upcoming August Board meeting 
will allow Del Mar and the Breeders’ Cup the opportunity to begin promoting the 2024 dates and work with their 
county counterparts. 
 
National handle has posted declines in six of the first seven months this year. The TOC agrees that Del Mar should 
once again be awarded the simulcast-only week prior to the start of the summer season to help maintain the purse 
levels of California’s flagship meeting.  
 
The TOC also supports the Del Mar application for autumn dates, noting that Thanksgiving Day falls on November 
28, 2024 and the Autumn Turf Festival is an important part of the California graded stakes calendar. To 
accommodate this, we support a fifth and final week for Del Mar in 2024.  
 
Though the TOC is not currently in receipt of the race dates requested by Santa Anita and Los Alamitos, it supports 
in principle allocating the 2024 dates for the south through a similar lens, as we feel the core dates in the south are 
manageable and predictable and should not be postponed due to the uncertainty in the north. For example, there is 
no mystery that Santa Anita will feature its traditional opening on December 26, 2023 with a crowd of about 40,000 
on site. By doing so, we would be sending a clear message that California horse racing may be facing some 
challenges as we plan the future but the core dates at our racetracks in the southern part of the state provide 
stability, strength, and clarity. 
 
Yours sincerely, 

 
William A. Nader 
 
Cc: Gary Fenton, TOC Chairman 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 25 26 27 28 29 30 31

Santa Rosa 10

Simo Only 5

Sonoma County Fair - 2024 Proposed Racing Dates

AugustJuly

Agenda Item 2



Operating Harness Racing at Cal Expo 
Managed By Golden Bear Racing , LLC 

Scott Chaney 
Executive Director 
California Horse Racing Board 
1010 Hurley Avenue #210 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

Re: 2024 Harness Racing Dates Allocation Request 

Dear Scott, 

Watch and Wager LLC operator of Cal Expo harness racing would like to request the 
following 2024 standardbred race dates to be raced at Cal Expo. Our date request is 
consistent with our 2023 racing calendar. 

December 26th, 2023 through May 7th, 2024 
November 5, 2024 through December 19th, 2024 

It is anticipated that racing will be conducted Friday and Sunday evenings during the 
proposed allocated periods. 

We thank the Board for their consideration of our request. 

Christopher J. Schick 

25 Cadillac Drive, Suite 201, Sacramento, CA 95825 Tel : (916) 800-1395 Fax: (916) 760-7410 
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August 1, 2023 
 
 
 
Ms. Belinda Stronach, Chairwoman, CEO, and President 
THE STRONACH GROUP AND 1/ST 
Mr. Aidan Butler, CEO 
Mr. Craig Fravel, Executive Vice Chairman 
1/ST RACING & GAMING 
 
Ms. Stronach and Gentlemen: 
 
We have reviewed with great interest your media presentation on Friday, as well as responses and 
quotations from TOC and CTBA.  We understand from TOC that you are preparing details for further 
explanation, perhaps to be released this week. 
 
As the statutory representative of all licensed Trainers in California, a great many of whom are also 
licensed Owners, we believe it essential that the following issues be addressed.  Kindly bear in mind 
that California law states: "The trainers' organization shall generally be responsible for negotiating 
issues relating to the backstretch, track safety, and the welfare of backstretch employees."  
[California Business and Professions Code, Section 19613.1 (b)] 
 
Licensed Trainers (CTT's members), as well as all those connected with California racing, are 
entitled to objective facts on which to make decisions which affect their future livelihoods, as well as 
clear reasoning based on those facts. 
 
From the meeting to which we were summoned in Mr. Fravel's office last Wednesday morning, as 
well as your Friday afternoon media event, apparently you are preparing to embark on implementing 
plans you have developed for the California industry, rather than first having had collaborative 
exploratory talks with the entities most involved -- which entities bear specific statutory 
representation responsibilities.  CTT represents all trainers in California, not just those currently 
racing in the south.  It isn't readily apparent that you're prepared for potentially significant adverse 
repercussions (and not just for trainers), not all of which can even be knowable given your sudden, 
surprise announcements. 
 
Therefore, it seems to us that the following issues (among many others) require detailed 
explanation, as well as potential negotiation, per the Racing Law. 
 
1.  You've publicly committed "over $1-million to support the relocation" of the backstretch 
community to facilitate a consolidation of racing in Southern California.  What exactly do you 
propose, how will this fund be distributed, and under whose direction and oversight?  This apparently 
includes approximately $500,000 to support California breeding.  What are the details for protecting 
and enhancing existing breeders in California, specifically Northern California?  How will these funds 
be expended, and by whom?  Over what time frame? 
 
2.  Will the announced commitment of $4.5-million for a "brand new all-weather synthetic track [to] 
replace the existing training track at Santa Anita" lead to accomplishing that in the 7 weeks available 
between this year's Breeders' Cup there and Christmas?  If the project is started and cannot be 
completed, have you considered or quantified the risk of not having a training track available during 
the upcoming winter?  What would be the impact of construction on existing training on the main 
track during that period?  Have you allowed for the contingencies of bad weather and the 
Thanksgiving holiday period?  Has the fundamental engineering required been commenced or 
completed?  Have vendors been contracted?  Is Tapeta to be installed, or a different synthetic? 
 
 

 



 
 
Ms. Belinda Stronach & Messrs. Butler and Fravel 
August 1, 2023 
Page 2 

 

 

 
 
3.  What exactly is meant by "a commitment to fund a portion of 2024 health care premiums for Golden Gate 
Fields employees"?  Presumably, you are referring here to requirements under existing law for Stronach Racing 
employees.  What about employees of trainers and other critical backstretch workers? 
 
4.  What exactly is "a job board accessible to backside employees to support the transition to Santa 
Anita"?  How will it function?  Have you considered government resources which might be marshaled, enabling 
the access of existing backstretch personnel to other potential opportunities, outside racing, and what 
citizenship or other barriers there may be to transferring skills? 
 
5,  As to the proposed investment of "$500,000+ (over two years) towards building a state-of-the-art equine pool 
for hydrotherapy and horse exerciser," is this one installation or more than one?  Exactly where at Santa Anita 
will this/these installations be located?  When within the two-year period mentioned will these installations be 
completed? 
 
6.  What is the time frame for building and using the new "$2.5-million turf chute," which has been 
announced?  Is permitting secured? 
 
7.  As you know, California racing is an interdependent enterprise, with statutory slivers of the total takeout from 
handle directly and indirectly supporting many backstretch and other organizations.  These include, but aren't 
necessarily limited to, California Thoroughbred Horsemen's Foundation (CTHF), Winners Foundation, TOC and 
CTT, California Thoroughbred Business League (CTBL) supporting workers' compensation for trainer 
employers, California breeder incentive awards, Jockey Welfare Benefit Corporation, CTT Backstretch Pension, 
jockey pension programs, etc., etc.  Detailed revenue forecasts should be provided to CHRB and the affected 
organizations for planning and transitional purposes.  How will industry financial support of CHRB itself be 
maintained, and at what level, as well as California Horse Racing Information Management System 
(CHRIMS)?  What will be the expected repercussions for these and other affected organizations?  Has 
Stronach Racing considered the economic impact of its decision to discontinue racing at Golden Gate Fields on 
all these entities, named and unnamed, assessed the detailed cost/benefit of its announced course of action, 
and considered any transitional financial support to them?  If so, to which ones specifically? 
 
We would appreciate your attention to all these matters, and any additional issues that may be connected, prior 
to your upcoming release of more information. 
 

Sincerely,  

                                                                        
Alan F. Balch 
CTT Executive Director  

AFB:ac      
 
Copies: CHRB  
 CTHF, Mr. Cliff Goodrich 
 CTBA, Mr. Doug Burge  
 CTT, Board of Directors 
 TOC, Mr. Bill Nader 
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Dr. Ferraro and CHRB Commissioners, Others: 
 
As you know, Ellen Jackson has been one of California's most esteemed trainers, owners, and breeders, 
for a very long time.  I don't know anyone who has contributed more to the sport in the most 
important ways than she has, with her time, tireless commitment, and the means available to her. 
 
When she contacted me last night, as her statutory representative, and spoke with me this morning, she 
asked me for my assistance in making sure this letter of hers (in her own words, untouched by me) 
reached the CHRB and the industry's leadership. 
 
That's why I'm providing it to all of you.  It's a matter of public record, in any case, and I'm confident it 
represents the opinions of countless people who have devoted their lives to California racing. 
 
Alan F. Balch, Executive Director 
California Thoroughbred Trainers 

 
 
***************************************** 
 

Here is what I wrote to the CHRB: 

 

 

As I’m sure you’re aware now, The Stronach Group intends to close GGF as of the 10th of Dec.  I have to 
wonder who can intervene on the part of all the trainers, grooms, hot walkers, exercise rider, jockeys, 
owners, breeders, hay growers, grain manufacturers, vendors, small businesses, etc. that are going to be 
devistatingly impacted by this decision.  As I’m also sure you’re aware, many of the back stretch workers 
have only provisional licenses that allow them to work at the track but have no work permit to allow 
them to work outside the track.  This closure is going to throw many people out on the street without 
work, without the possibility to work and without a place to live.  The horses we have raised to race in 
Northern CA are not of the quality to compete successfully in Southern CA, as is the intended plan by 
Stronach group to see them all move to Santa Anita and bulk up their horse population.  That isn’t going 
to happen.  Horses and trainers are leaving the state by the droves as it is.  Trying to improve racing in 
So Cal by destroying any competition in Nor Cal, just doesn’t add up.  

 

I don’t know where to turn but this travesty is just eating away at my heart and I’m hoping since you 
allocate the dates for race meets, maybe you have some suggestions.  I realize as a private corporation, 
Stronach Group doesn’t have to open their books to the public.  But as recently as this spring, Craig 
Fravel, CEO of Stronach racing, speaking to a group of TOC members at GGF, told us that GGF makes a 
better profit than SA and is basically supporting them.  He also said that the field sizes were on an 
average 1 horse more per race at GGF than SA.  Belinda Stronach is now claiming that GGF is 1.9 million, 
behind on purses at GGF and have been incurring losses in operating costs for years.  She also claims 



Stronach group is liable for 25 million in storm drain renovation and water quality 
improvements.  Which was supposedly why we had to leave GGF last summer so they could take care 
of.  Who are we to believe?   

 

Since the mission statement of CHRB is to ensure the integrity, viability, and safety of the California 
horse racing industry by regulating pari-mutuel wagering for the protection of the public, promoting 
horse racing, breeding, and wagering opportunities, and fostering safe racing through the development 
and enforcement of track safety standards and regulations for the health and welfare of all participants, 
it would appear that this sort of reckless decision making by Stronach group is certainly under your 
jurisdiction, of the welfare of all participants. 

  

I am sincerely hoping when you make your decisions for race dates you take all the human toll into 
consideration and at least force the Stronach group to be transparent in their decision making, process 
and provide you with evidence that this plan to destroy Nor Cal racing is based on what is best for the 
industry as a whole. 

 

Ellen Jackson 

 



2023 Updated 7-6-23
##### Race days subject to change

6 S M T W T F S
26 27 28 29 30 1 2 Pleasanton 13
3 4 5 6 7 8 9 Sacramento 9

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 Ferndale (Unoverlapped) 6
17 18 19 20 21 22 23 Fresno 7

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 1

2024

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 5 6 1 2 3 1 2 31 1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 14 15 16 17 18 19 20
21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
28 29 30 31 5 25 26 27 28 29 4 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 28 29 30 4

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
1 2 3 4 1 30 1 2 3 4 5 6 30 31 1 2 3

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
12 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 3 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 2
19 20 21 22 23 24 25 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 3
26 27 28 29 30 31 4 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31 3 25 26 27 28 29 30 31 1

8 5 9 6

S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S S M T W T F S
3 4 5 6 7 1 2 3 4 5 2 1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 8 9 10 11 12 13 14
15 16 17 18 19 20 21 3 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 2 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 15 16 17 18 19 20 21
22 23 24 25 26 27 28 20 21 22 23 24 25 26 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 22 23 24 25 26 27 28 3
29 30 27 28 29 30 31 24 25 26 27 28 29 30 4 29 30 31
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There is no meeting package material for Item 3 
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