
      

     

   
 

        
      

 
  

    

                  
 

     

         
                

                 
            

  
             

             
               

            
            

                  
 
                 
                 

             
               

     
 

            
               

                
           
              
          

 
             

               
               

              
   

 
 

BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of: 

Appeal of the Del Mar Board of Stewards Case No. SAC 22-0071 
Official Ruling #10, dated December 2, 2022 

RICHARD BALTAS 
CHRB License # 232550, 287773 
Appellant 

DECISION AFTER NON-ADOPTION OF PROPOSED DECISION 

The Matter of the Complaint Against Licensed Trainer Richard Baltas was originally 
heard by the Board of Stewards on September 14, 2022, at Los Alamitos Race Course and 
continued on October 11, 18 and 19, 2022, at Santa Anita Park as Case No. SAC220071. The 
Board of Stewards issued Official Ruling No. 10 on December 2, 2022. 

The Official Ruling ordered Trainer Richard Baltas be suspended for 365 days (through 
December 2, 2023) and fined $10,000 pursuant to California Horse Racing Board (Board) Rule 
No. 1887 (Trainer to Insure Condition of Horse) for violations of Board Rules No. 1902 
(Conduct Detrimental to Horse Racing) and No. 1843.5 (Medication, Drug, and Other 
Substances Permitted After Entry in a Race) based on the oral administration of substances on 
race day that occurred between April 15, 2022 and May 8, 2022 at Santa Anita Park (21 counts). 

Following a timely appeal, the Matter of the Appeal of the Del Mar Board of Stewards 
Official Ruling No. 10 was heard on January 18 and 19, 2023 before Hearing Officer Edward J. 
Weiss. The Proposed Decision, dated February 28, 2023, affirmed the Stewards’ Ruling, but 
recommended that the Appellant receive a partial credit of days served so that the suspension 
commences on September 14, 2022. 

By Notice of Decision Not to Adopt Proposed Decision and Order Directing Preparation 
of the Record, dated March 20, 2023, the California Horse Racing Board rejected the Proposed 
Decision and elected to decide the Matter itself on a review of the record, including the 
transcript, under provisions of the California Government Code section 11517, subsection 
(c)(2)(E). The Board also requested that the Parties submit supplemental briefing on whether a 
retroactive commencement of the suspension to September 14, 2022 is appropriate. 

After being provided a copy of the Administrative Record, Counsel for Trainer Richard 
Baltas submitted a supplemental brief on April 6, 2023 in support of Hearing Officer Weiss’ 
Proposed Decision. On April 14, 2023, counsel for the Board submitted its supplemental brief in 
support of adopting the Board of Stewards’ decision to commence the suspension on December 
2, 2022. 



              
     

            
             

         
 

        

    
     

  
  

The California Horse Racing Board reviewed the Matter on record and issues its Decision 
in the Matter as follows: 

The California Horse Racing Board rejects Hearing Officer Weiss’ February 28, 2023 
proposed decision and reinstates the Board of Stewards’ Official Ruling No. 10, which 
commences Trainer Richard Baltas’ suspension on December 2, 2022. 

. 

IT IS SO ORDERED ON May 19, 2023. 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
Gregory L. Ferraro, DVM, Chairman 

Scott Chaney 
Executive Director 


