
      

     

      
   

 
    

 

              
                

                
     

               

        

    
     

 
  

BEFORE THE CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

OF THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA 

In the Matter of the Complaint Against: 
Case No. 22LA0227 

ISAURO GUILLEN 
Trainer, CHRB License #316547 

Respondent 

DECISION 

The attached Statement of Decision is adopted by the California Horse Racing Board as 
its Decision in the above-entitled matter, as modified. The penalty is a formal warning while the 
proposed one (1) year probation period (through April 15, 2024) is hereby waived as provided by 
Government Code Section 11517(c)(2)(B). 

The Decision is hereby remanded to the Board of Stewards to issue a final ruling. 

IT IS SO ORDERED ON May 19, 2023. 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 
Gregory L. Ferraro, DVM, Chairman 

Scott Chaney 
Executive Director 



  

    

   
  

   

    

   
 

      
 

                               
        

 

  

              

                

            

          

           

         

             

            

          

            

             

               

                

     

 
 

State of California 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

STATEMENT OF DECISION 
of the 

BOARD OF STEWARDS 

Los Alamitos Race Course 

May 7, 2023 

In the Matter of the Complaint Against: 

Isauro Guillen, Respondent 
Case# 22LA0227 

PROCEDURAL BACKGROUND 

This matter came on for hearing before the Board of Stewards at Los Alamitos 

Race Course on April 11, 2023, at approximately 9:00 A M in the Stewards’ Office. The 

Respondent, Isauro Guillen, was charged with violation of California Horse Racing Board 

rules #1843.1 (a) (Prohibited Drug Substances), #1843.4 (Multiple Medication Violations), 

#1869 (c) (2) (Prohibited Drug Substances in Out-of-Competition Testing), pursuant to 

#1887 (Trainer or Owner to Insure Condition of Horse). 

Present at the hearing was the Respondent, Isauro Guillen; the Board of Stewards – 

Ron Church, James Dreyer and Tom Ward. Investigator Barrett Halcromb presented the 

case for the Board. Court Reporter Mikyla Lux recorded the proceedings. 

Isauro Guillen was charged with the aforementioned rule violations as his horse 

THREE TIMES A LADY was selected for out-of-competition testing at Los Alamitos on 

November 4, 2022. The hair sample (#NC64004) obtained from the horse was sent to the 

Maddy Laboratory at UC Davis and found to contain a small amount of the Class III, 

Penalty class B drug Clenbuterol. 



 

  

         
          

 
 
 

          
     

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LIST OF EXHIBITS 

Complainant / State California Horse Racing Board Complaint 
#22LA0227 

Respondent / Defendant Statement from Maddy Laboratory attesting to results of 
hair sample submitted by Respondent. 
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FINDINGS OF FACT 

I 

At all times herein mentioned, Respondent, Isauro Guillen, held a valid Trainer’s license in this State. 
He testified that he has been licensed as a trainer for fourteen years. He further testified that during that 
period he has never used Clenbuterol in any horse. 

II 

The horse THREE TIMES A LADY was previously trained by Felix Gonzalez, starting once in 2021 
and three times in 2022. The horse won two races while in Mr. Gonzalez’ care and consequently was 
tested at least twice. The tests came back negative for any prohibited drugs. 

III 

Mr. Guillen took over training of THREE TIMES A LADY following the horse’s final race at the 
Humboldt County Fair on August 28, 2022. He started the horse once, at the Big Fresno Fair, on 
October 15, 2022. The horse won the race and was tested; the test came back negative. The horse left 
the track for a short time, then shipped to Los Alamitos. 

IV 

On November 4, 2022, Board representative veterinarian Jocelyn Lorbiecki, came to Mr. Guillen’s 
barn and pulled hair from THREE TIMES A LADY for out-of-competition testing. 

V 

The results of the hair sample showed a very small amount of Clenbuterol, an indication that the drug 
could have been in the horse’s system for an extended period of time – possibly before Mr. Guillen 
took control of the horse. 

VI 

Mr. Guillen testified that he did not speak with the former trainer regarding the condition of the horse 
THREE TIMES A LADY. 

VII 

As a respondent’s exhibit, Mr. Guillen produced documentation from the Maddy Laboratory signed by 
Dr. Benjamin Moeller attesting to the fact that the lab had screened a hair sample from THREE TIMES 
A LADY which was delivered on December 6, 2022. It arrived with other samples from Golden Gate 
Fields. The sample proved negative for beta-2-agonists and other prohibited substances. Mr. Guillen 
testified he was so confused by the original findings that he personally shipped the horse to Golden 
Gate Fields and had Official Veterinarian Forrest Franklin pull hair under controlled conditions and 
send it to UC Davis for testing. 
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APPLICABLE RULES 

CHRB rule violations alleged in the complaint 

Rule 1887 (Trainer or Owner to Insure Condition of Horse) 
Rule 1843.1 (a) (Prohibited Drug Substances) 
Rule 1843.4 (Multiple Medication Violations) 
Rule 1869 (c) (2) (Prohibited Drug Substances in Out-of-Competition Testing) 
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DISCUSSION 

Three Times A Lady’s last start in 2021 at Los Alamitos was on April 10 for a claiming price 

of $16,000 and she finished 5th . The trainer of record was Felix Gonzalez. It then appears she was 

turned out until the 2022 fair circuit commenced. Three Times A Lady’s first start of the year was at 

the Sacramento Fair on July 31, 2022. She ran in a three year olds and up allowance race and finished 

second. The trainer of record was again Felix Gonzalez. Her next start was on August 21, 2022 at the 

Humboldt County Fair. The race was for three year olds upward and was for allowance horses. She 

finished first. She was blood and urine tested which proved negative. Again, the trainer of record was 

Felix Gonzalez. Her next outing was again at the Humboldt County Fair in a small Stakes race. She 

finished second and the trainer of record was again Felix Gonzalez. 

Following Ferndale, it is unclear where Three Times A Lady was shipped to, but we assumed it 

was to owner Elebrina and Isaias Olmos’ ranch. The horse apparently then went to Los Alamitos 

because Guillen testified that on September 25, 2022 owner Olmos contacted Guillen and wanted the 

mare shipped to Fresno to run. 

On October 15, 2022, Three Times A Lady ran in a stakes race at Fresno, finishing first. Both 

the urine and blood were negative. This was the first time Guillen had been listed as the trainer. 

On November 4, 2022, a hair sample was taken from Three Times A Lady at Los Alamitos and 

sent to Davis where it tested positive for Clenbuterol. On April 11, 2023 a hearing was convened to 

address this matter. During the hearing, trainer Guillen produced a document that showed hair was 

taken on December 14, 2022 from Three Times A Lady and sent to Davis which proved to be negative. 

This information was never made available to us. Rule of thumb is that Clenbuterol can linger for six 

months in a horse’s hair which puts Three Times A Lady well outside of the time that trainer Guillen 

had the mare. 

5 



 

  
   

                               

         

            

            

           

        

     

 

 

      
   
  

 
 
 

       
 
 
 
 
   
   
 
 
 
  
    
 
 
  
  
   

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

_____________________________ 

State of California 
CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD 

* * * 

TRAINER ISAURO GUILLEN IS ISSUED A FORMAL WARNING AND 

PLACED ON PROBATION FOR A PERIOD OF ONE (1) YEAR (APRIL 15, 

2024 – DURING WHICH TIME HE MUST NOT BE FOUND GUILTY OF 

ANY CLASS I, II, OR III MEDICATION VIOLATIONS) FOR VIOLATION OF 

CALIFORNIA HORSE RACING BOARD RULE #1869 (c)(2) (PROHIBITED 

DRUG SUBSTANCES IN OUT-OF-COMPETITION TESTING). 

LIC# 316547-09/2025 
D.O.B. 09/17/1966 
CASE# 22LA0227 

Dated _April 16, 2023_by this Board of Stewards: 

Steward James Dreyer 

Steward Tom Ward 

Steward Ron Church 
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